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Fables of Trees (12'38") for Wind Band.  The composition incorporates

three different styles that are threaded together with 4 recurring themes and motifs.

Each movement is designed after a specific tree from a fable or story.  Arbor suite

uses Hungarian/Siberian Lore, Buddhism and Hinduism, and the Quran as the idea

behind each tree represented.  The "Sky-High Tree" is said to hold up the heavens

and if climbed, one finds cities, churches, and beautiful landscapes.  The "Banyan

Tree", which served to shade Buddha, provides information into longevity,

immortatily, and existentialism.  The torturous "Zaqqum Tree", as per the Qur'an, is

found in hell (Jahannam) and grows out of fire.  It is a grisly story that describes

how the seeds are created from evil deeds and that inhabitants must eat the tree's

fruit which tears their body apart and boils inside the stomach.

        Rich with features, solos, and solis throughout all three movements, the piece

also highlights unique timbral combinations in the instrumentation.  Movement

pronunciations: Eh-gig ehr-o fa, Bahn-yahn, and Zah-koom.        

The Composer

Thomas Willmann is currently a Ph.D. candidate at Florida State University

in Tallahassee studying Music Education. He has been a music educator for primary

and secondary levels for 15 years in Indiana and Colorado. In 2016 he earned his

Master’s of Music Education with a cognate in Instrumental Conducting from the

University of Colorado in Boulder. On a performance scholarship, he earned his

Bachelor’s degree in Music Education with a focus on Instrumental music from

Butler University in Indianapolis Indiana. 

Thomas enjoys a wide variety of activites in his free time such as cycling,

rock climbing, snowboarding, running, tennis, camping, and photography.  
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