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Broken Sunlight For Wind Band.  The composition is an arch structure

(antimetabole). The sections presented at the beginning are revisited in opposite order later

in the piece altered by the meter change. The overall voicing and tonalities used are

mirrored as well. Short and clustered motifs are scattered through the first two sections as

the clarity of aesthetic phrases and tonal harmonies emerge into the dance.  The opening

motifs are introduced through mathematical intervals, the second set is presented as simple

ideas then expanded.  The galop begins with a restatement of the two motifs followed by

the dance. The dance leads into the original statement with extension, and slowly fades

back to the origin. 

Rhythmic accuracy is necessary to create the tension of stacking voices and frequency of

intervals, creating the first dynamic climactic point after 30 measures of anticipation.

Listening across and backwards will help create rhythmic unity.  Ensembles should follow

dynamic contour of the soloists and melodic lines.  The meter change into 6 will be a

smooth transition if musicians listen to clarinets and tambourine.        

Solos from Euphonium, Oboe, 1st Trumpet, and 1st Trombone need consideration in

phrasing and with little tempo alteration.  Crotales and Vibraphone are essential to melodic

continuity.

The Composer

Thomas Willmann is currently a Ph.D. student at Florida State University in

Tallahassee studying Music Education. He has been a music educator for primary and

secondary levels for 15 years in Indiana and Colorado. On a performance scholarship, he

earned his Bachelor’s degree in Music Education with a focus on Instrumental music from

Butler University in Indianapolis Indiana. In 2016 he earned his Master’s of Music

Education with a cognate in Instrumental Conducting from the University of Colorado in

Boulder. 

Thomas enjoys a wide variety of activites in his free time such as cycling, rock

climbing, snowboarding, running, tennis, camping, and photography.  
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